
 

 
 

 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 

625 Slaters Lane, Suite 300 * Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: 703-706-0560 * Fax: 703-706-0565 

www.cadca.org 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Media Contacts:  
Natalia Martinez Duncan, 703-706-0560, Ext. 247 
Victoria Carlborg, 760-583-8780 
Barbra Silva, 202-546-4477, Ext. 432 

Sept. 1, 2011  

 
CADCA JOINS OFFICE DEPOT FOUNDATION IN ‘SACKPACK’ DONATION TO 

HELP DC-AREA CHILDREN AVOID DRUGS AND SUCCEED IN SCHOOL  
 

Washington, D.C. – If you put together all 2.5 million kids who the Office Depot Foundation 
has reached through its National Backpack Program since 2001, they would fill up about 
50,000 school buses! That’s a lot of kids – and a lot of success stories. 
 
On Wednesday, Sept. 7, the Foundation and its partner, Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of 
America (CADCA), will donate 2,600 ‘sackbacks’ to each and every student at the Two 
Rivers Public Charter School. The Foundation and CADCA will present the ‘sackpacks’ to the 
children—complete with school supplies—during a special back-to-school celebration at 
10:20 a.m. 
 
In 2011, the Foundation – the independent charitable giving arm of Office Depot® 
(NYSE:ODP) – will donate 350,000 cool new ‘sackpacks’ in five colorful designs to deserving 
children served by non-profit organizations and schools in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
internationally. Each sackpack comes with a zippered pouch containing essential school 
supplies, including a pen, pencil, pencil sharpener, eraser, 6” ruler and crayons. 
The newly designed sackpacks, which were specially created for the Foundation, reflect and 
respond to changes in the ways that children are taking their materials to school. 
 
“In keeping with our mission – Listen, Learn, Care. − we’ve created these fun and exciting 
sackpacks in response to what kids have told us they like,” says Foundation President Mary 
Wong. “We are thrilled to donate these very cool sackpacks to more children in a single year 
than ever before. 
 
“Every year, we have seen our donations bring hope to children whose families might not be 
able to afford to buy school supplies,” Wong continues. “Parents and teachers alike tell us 
that we truly are helping children to build self-confidence, boost self-esteem and achieve 
greater success in the classroom – all as a result of being properly prepared for school.” 
 
CADCA works daily to make America’s communities safe, healthy and drug-free. To further 
support the leadership development of our nation’s youth, CADCA created the National 
Youth Leadership Initiative. The NYLI equips youth with the essential knowledge and skills 
needed to make significant community-level change. 
 
CADCA’s Chairman and CEO, Gen. Arthur T. Dean says, “Through this partnership with the 
Office Depot Foundation, we are looking forward to continuing and cultivating our relationship 
with Two Rivers Public Charter School and conducting youth leadership and substance use 
and abuse prevention training with these fine young people.” 
 
 



The NYLI provides youth-driven training for the next generation of coalition leaders and 
community problem solvers. The return-of-investment for CADCA is simple: Youth are deeply 
vested in community change; empowered by the implementation of Youth in Action projects 
which contribute to population-level reduction in substance use and abuse.  
 
“We are grateful that CADCA and The Office Depot Foundation have selected our students 
to receive this generous donation. To our students, this donation will be useful and fun.  To 
the school it symbolizes a commitment by CADCA and The Office Depot Foundation to the 
education and development of our students. We are thrilled with their generosity and excited 
by their commitment,” says Two Rivers Public Charter School’s Executive Director, Jessica 
K. Wodatch. 
 
Wodatch is scheduled to participate in the presentation along with Mary Wong, General 
Dean, and other invited guests.  Media will be able to interview students and administrators 
as well as tour the school. 
 
 ### 
 
The Office Depot Foundation is an independent foundation (tax exempt under IRC Sec. 
501(c)(3)) that serves as the independent charitable giving arm of Office Depot, Inc. In 
keeping with its mission, Listen Learn Care®, the Foundation supports a variety of programs 
that help children succeed in school and in life; enable civil society (non-profit) organizations 
to become more efficient and effective; help people and businesses prepare for disasters, 
then recover and rebuild afterwards; strengthen local communities through grants, product 
donations and volunteerism; and encourage community development through 
entrepreneurship and economic innovation. For more information, visit 
www.officedepotfoundation.org. 
 
Two Rivers Public Charter School serves over 450 students from preschool through eighth 
grade and received its charter in 2004. The school’s mission is to nurture a diverse group of 
students to become lifelong, active participants in their own education, develop a sense of 
self and community, and become responsible and compassionate members of society. 

CADCA (Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America), is the national membership organization 
representing 5,000 coalitions working to make America’s communities safe, healthy and drug-free. 
CADCA's mission is to strengthen the capacity of community coalitions by providing technical 
assistance and training, public policy advocacy, media strategies and marketing programs, 
conferences, and special events. For more information about CADCA, visit www.cadca.org. 

 
Getting to the School: 
Two Rivers PCS is at 1227 4th St., NE (corner of Florida Avenue, NE) and easily accessible by 
car or Metro: Metrobus - U Street-Garfield Line (90, 92, 93) or Benning Road Line (X3), Metrorail 
- New York Avenue Metro station (Red Line). 

 
 
 

 


